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© Improved lids for plastic packages with carrying handle. 

© The lid (4) comprises a substantially planar ele- 
ment having an edge portion adapted for enqaqe- 
ment with the upper edge of a container (1) having 
two opposite faces whereto the ends of a band-like 
element (2) are riveted. The band-like element (2) is 
positioned on the bottom of the container for stack- 
ing purposes. A cut is provided in the lid (4) to 
define two flaps (11,12). The flaps (11,12) C an be 
elastically displaced for permitting the band-like ele- 
ment to be inserted into the cut, when the band-like 
element is raised to a carrying position and the lid 
(4) is lowered onto the container. 
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IMPROVED LIDS FOR PLASTIC PACKAGES WITH CARRYING HANDLE 



to altow t P h r !^ nt r invention rel *es to improvements 
to allow the application of a lid on plastic contain 
era provided with a handle, which are atady S 
/ used, especially in supermarkets for packadnr. 
fruit aiid vegetable products Paging 

nanlSTr "? marMJft « predomi- 
nantly by thermoforming transparent plastic m a 
tonal, are cunently shaped so that thev can h»" 
mutuany coup,ed by being pressXSer. * 

vegetable ornH T ** ***** of ** and 
vege able products, are usually provided with a 

handle constituted by a plastic S frap. In orde r to 
Mate manufacture and stacking, the en* of the 
strap are riveted to the inner side of t L two 
opposite main walls of the container. The st l 
thus defines a substantially "LT 5 h=no. ,ne ,. stra P 
«on resting on the boCof the 5£ art * 1 * 

th« h» S' 11 ' 9 f itS f, ' Xin9 bv mea "s "f two rivets 

5ort3LTi tod with 3 simpte upward 

pacteged 9 C ° ntainer With the prcducts to be 

venMhl apP ' iC f fi0n ° f 3 ,id wou,d odiously pre- 
vent the use of the handle, and therefore pro<S 

e P ssari, 9 vt ,n C ° nta,nerS "** W " h ^dles n2 
to oSenT th n e° C0Venn9 - S ° me Cases ' in 

no prevent the goods from being touched to thf 
detriment of their integrity and hygiene * "* 
Accordingly, an object of the invention is m 

lid ^°r er ° bjeCt 01 the inventi0 " is to provide a 

her! ^ be apP " ed on a container wiSout 
thereby concealing the carrying handle. 

lid 111 ° b, ' eCt ° f the inven « 0 ' 1 * to provide a 
" d "J* permite ^cesa to said handles. 

Still another object of the invention Is tn nm 

These objects and others which will become 
apparent hereinafter are achieved by lid as deS 
In the appended claims ned 

^ZTloTi^ f °l fhe invenUon W '" bec °™ 

and til V f °" 0Wing detai,ed description 

2 e ;7 of so ™ Purred embodiments 
inereof which are given merely bv wav nf ™ 

"mitative example and wherein- y 

taine f rJhlh iS h a ? ^ Vfew 0f a kno ™ con- 
tainer. w.th the handle positioned inwardly 



mn/ 9Ure f ' S 3 vertical sec «onal view of the 
container with the handle directed upwardly- 

figures 4-5-6-7-8 are top plan views of some 

• c^ to T°? imentS ° f IWS ma "^turL aT 
cording to the invention, all of which are adapted 

^ZS1T 4 C r inerS fitted With a 2* 

portions, acting as reinforcement ridges give S 
76 s :° y . elem9nte «» r « rigidity Se^s! 

The handle 2. which consists of a simple flexi- 
ble plastic strap. is fixed ins ide the conSr Z 

- = WraarS? 

the carrymg position of figure 3 

the carrying position only if it is rive ted aoainst S 
mner surface of two opposite walls. 9 

not ™ SOi H 0n a ° COrdin9 10 the ideation does 
Providing punched slots in the lid. so thaTbes des 

s£ a ^ 

- e J go"?; a,, 9 "! ° f th ° -v- 

rather r- V '' ds of fi 9 ures 5 to 8 have 
of si t d P ° rtS ° r ° penin 9 s - cuts; by yfi 
of said cuts and of the flexibility of the pZc 
material which is normally used the h^rtio 

irrr by raisina « ™S5is 

return to the normal horizontal closure position 
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immediately thereafter. 

Regardless of the shape and number of the 
flaps provided, said cuts always have two parallel 
portions through which, after the application of the 
lid, the two ends of the handle can be lowered into i 
the underlying container without affecting the con- 
figuration of the adjacent flaps. 

In the embodiment of figure 5, the cut is U- 
shaped in order to define a flap 6 the temporary 
lifting whereof allows the handle of the container to n 
pass through the lid. 

In the embodiment of figure 6 the cut is S- 
shaped and forms the two flaps 7 and 8, both of 
which are intended to be temporarily raised by the 
passage of the handle of the container. n 

In the embodiment of figure 7, the cut is Z- 
shaped and forms the flaps 9 and 10 which can be 
raised when the handle of the container passes. 

Two flaps capable of being raised, indicated by 
11 and 12 and obtained with a cut which can be 20 
defined as H~shaped, are also provided in the 
embodiment of figure 8. 

It should be noted that all the embodiments 
with cuts and flaps are suitable for being com- 
pleted by a seal which consists of an adhesive 25 
label, such as the one which bears the weight and 
price of the packaged goods, applied astride the 
cut after the closure of the container. 

Obviously, any materials, shapes and dimen- 
sions may be used according to requirements, 30 
without thereby departing from the purview of the 
instant inventive concept. 

Futhermore, all of the features of the invention 
may be replaced with other technically equivalent 
elements. 

Where technical features mentioned in any 
claim are followed by reference signs, those refer- 
ence signs have been included for the sole pur- 
pose of increasing the intelligibility of the claims 
and accordingly such reference signs do not have 40 
any limiting effect on the scope of each element 
identified by way of example by such reference 
signs. 



and the flexibility of the plastic material con- 
stituting the lid allows the handle of the con- 
tainer to open a temporary passage through 
which it can protrude to allow the handle to be 
positioned for carrying. 

3. Lid according to claim 2, characterized in that 
said cut has two parallel portions through 
which the two ends of the handle can be 
lowered into the underlying container after clo- 
sure of said container without interfering with 
the closure configuration of the contiguous 
flaps. 

4. Lid according to claim 2 or 3, characterized in 
that said cut is M U"-shaped. 

5. Lid according to claim 2 or 3. characterized in 
that said cut is n S "-shaped. 

6. Lid according to claim 2 or 3, characterized in 
that said cut is "Z"-shaped. 

7. Lid according to claim 2 or 3, characterized in 
that said cut is n H n -shaped. 

8. Lid according to claim 2,3,4,5,6 or 7, character- 
ized in that said lid has at least two flaps, one 
of said flaps being defined at each side of said 
cut, said handle being raisable to a carrying 
position via elastic deformation of said flaps. 

9. Lid according to claim 9, characterized in that 
said flaps are at least temporarily intercon- 
nected by at least one self-adhesive label. 



1. Lid for plastic packages with carrying handle, 
said lid being adapted to be applied by pres- 
sure on containers which have a handle fixed 
inside them, characterized in that said lid has so 
an opening which is dimensioned and arranged 

so that when the lid is lowered onto the con- 
tainer to be covered, it allows the passage of 
the handle for carrying. 

2. Lid according to claim 1, characterized in that 
said opening comprises a cut defining at least 
one flap, whereby the arrangement of said flap 
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FIG. 3 

FIG. 2 
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